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Anioiulments to the Claims 

Tliis listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in ihe application: 
I jxfhiK of Claims 

1 . (CiirrciUly Amended) A method of cslablishing a computer-based communication session involving a 
user of a computer, said method comprising: 

receiving, from the user, notification of a desired participant in the communication session and a 
desired communications application to be used for the session, v^hcrein the desired 
communications application is selected from multiple communications appHcations 
available for use in the scssion^^apiLviJ^i'^inSg^^ 
of an ico n withi n a graplncal.user.interface displayed using the computer; 

retrieving a participant identifier effective to identify the desired participant to the desired 
communications application; iuid 

providing the retrieved participant identifier to the communications application. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim-ij,, wherein said receiving further comprises 
detecting selection of a first displayed icon, and movement of the first icon to the position of a second 
displayed icon. 

4. (Original) The method as recited in claim 3, wherein one of the first and second icons represents the 
dc«irecl parlicipanl and the other represents the desired communications application, 

5. (Original) The method as recited in claim 3, wherein one of the first and second icons represents a 
previou.'Sly-eslablishcd communications session with the desired participant using a different 
communications apphcation, and the other represents the desired communications application. 
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6. (Original) The method as recited in claim 3, wherein one of the first and second icons represents a 
group of desired participants and the other represents the desired communiciitions application. 

7. (Origint^l) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein said retrieving comprises accessing a data 
structure storing the participant identifier. 

8. (Original) The method as recited in claim 7, wherein said receiving comprises receiving required 
participant permission or role infonnation, and wherein said retrieving further comprises verifying 
parlicipnnl or role information stored in the data stmcture. 

9. (Currently Amended) The metiiod as recited in claijn-^X ftirther comprising displaying, on a display 
screen of the computer, a graphical user interface including representations of multiple communications 
applications accessible with the computer and representations of multiple potential participants in a 
communications session. 

10. (Otiginal) The method as recited in claim 9, wherein said representations of multiple communications 
opplications and said representations of multiple potential participants comprise respective icons. 

1 1 . (Origiiwl) The method as recited in claim 1, further comprising retrieving a user identifier appropriate 
to identify the user to the desired communications application, 

12. (Original) The metltod as recited in claim 1 1 , further comprising retrieving a password effective to 
allow access of the user to the desired communications application. 

13. (Currently Amended) A system for computer-based communications, comprising: 

means for .displayiDj:K.oi3. a dispJav.screen o f the com puter, a craphicaUtserJntcrfaccina^^ 

repj:eseniatj^^^^ of muldplc.conm'niCi^tiojDs.aopllQ a^ the computer 

and ofmuKipJcpotgnti^l pailiQipantsiu acommunica tions session., wftercin, said 
rcpcesenUi lions c onTprise.ico ns: 
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moans for receiving, from a user of a computer, nolification of a desired piu-licipant in a 
communications session and a desired communieations applteation for use in tlie 
communicalions session, wherein the desired communications application is selected from 
Jhe multiple communications applications-availab l e for uG e4H4be-eeEniKunieaijens-sessieB 
Wc .o$infi.tbi:^-C.Qmnu.tei: 

means for retrieving a participant ideniificr appropriato to identify the desired participant to the 
desired comtnuni cations application; and 

means for providing the retrieved participant identifier to the communications application. 

j 14. (Currendy Amended) Tlie system as recited in claim 13, wherein said yneans fpr di.splayi.ng, .means for 
receiving, means for retrieving and means for providing comprise a communications agijregation program 
stored on a storage medium within the system. 

1 5. (Original) The system as recited in claim 14, wherein the storage medium is within or accessible by 
the computer. 

1 6. (Original) The system as recited in claitn 14, wherein the storage medium is within or accessible by 
an additional computer. 

17. (Original) Ibe system as recited in claim 14, wherein the communications aggregation program is 
adapted to access a data structure including the participant identifier, 

18. (Original) Tlie system as awited in claim 17, wherein the data structure is stored on or accessible by 
an additional computer. 

19. (Cr.ncclcd) 

20. (Currently Amended) The system as recited in claiin-4^J7, whorein r . aid roprcscntationa eon'ip rise 
WM)nir,smd^w herein the communications aggregation program is further adapted to detect a combined 
selection of a llrst icon representing a desired communications application and a second icon representing 
a desired participant. 
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21. (Ori^nal) The s>'stcm as recited m claim 13, further coinprisine means for relrieving a user identifier 
appropriate to identify the user to the desired communications application, 

22. (Currently Amended) A computer-usable carrier tr»ediuni, comprising: 

fest PJPfitinnLi^si ru cl ion$.Qx.c.(;:uiablQj:>n-a.c;cmTiutc;rJC Qrj;iisplc]^ on a display screen of th c 

computer, a gra phi cal. user Jnterfttc e including reprcsenta^ions.ori^uUipJgLCOi rmvmica tlons 

communicationg session; 

fifSt-f ccond program instj-uctions executable on a-the_compulcr for receiving, from a first 

participant, nolilicalion of a desired additional participant in a communication session and 
a desired communications application for use in the session, wherein the desired 
communications application is cuirently selected, or has been previously selected, from 
tilic^muhiple communications app]ications-av6tlah4e-fer-tfse- in tho session ; 

seeeftd-Jhird program instructions executable on the computer for retrieving a participant identifier 
appropriate to identify the desired additional participant to the desired communications 
application; and 

thir-d-fpurlb program instructions executable on the computer for providing the retrieved 
participant identifier to the communications application. 

23. (Currently Amended) The carrier medium as recited in claim 22, wherein the first, second, and-ihird 
and fourth program instructions are within a coramimications aggregation program stored on the carrier 
medium. 



24.-25. (Canceled) 

26. (Currently Amended) The earner medium as recited in claim 22, fiuther comprising fe^i^ 
program instructions executable on the computer for retrieving a first participant identifier appropriate to 
identify the first participant to the desired communications application. 
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27. (Previously Picscntcd) A computer-usable carrier medium, comprisingi 

n data siriiclurc for Storing mullipic sets of participant identifiers, wherein each of the multiple sets 
is effective for identifying a potential participant in a computer-based communioalions 
session to each of multiple communicalions applications available for use in the 
communications session; and 

a set of program iiislruclions executable on a computer for displaying a graphical user interface 
including representations of multiple commimications applications accessible with llie 
computer and representations of multiple potential participants in the communications 
session. 

2&. (Original) The carrier medium as recited in claim 27, wherein the data stixicture further stores role or 
pcrmiRsion information corresponding to each potential parlicipanL 

29. (Original) The carrier medium as recited in claim 27, wherein the data structure comprises an object 
or class in an object-based programming approach, and each set of partieipant idcnlifiers is within a 
respective additional objecL 

30 -33. (Canceled) 
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